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145 times to the Moon and back – Finnish Green Offices lead the way in reducing emissions 
Once again, the Finnish WWF Green Offices have broken their own record in reducing emissions. 
Last year, the offices cut a total of 18,300 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions compared to the 
previous year. The same amount of emissions would be released by driving a car 145 times to the 
Moon and back. The international climate agreement to be signed tomorrow will require fast action to 
slow down climate change. 

"We need quick, tangible measures to prevent the Earth's temperature from rising more than 1.5 degrees. 
The results of the Green Offices show how influential the practical environmental work of businesses and 
communities is in controlling climate change. The greenhouse gas emissions of our offices, reduced year by 
year, prove that we can succeed and decrease our ecological footprint together," says CEO Liisa Rohweder 
from WWF Finland. 

The Green Offices cut back their electricity consumption by about 33,000,000 kWh over the year. Financially, 
this translates to savings of almost EUR 2 million. Electricity consumption generated 12,100 tonnes less 
carbon dioxide emissions than in the previous year. That is 66% of the total amount of reduced emissions.  

Another factor contributing to the reduction of emissions is that many Green Offices have started using green 
electricity that is regarded in calculations as not generating carbon dioxide emissions. Green electricity is 
generated using renewable forms of energy, such as wind power, solar power, and biofuels. 

Paper consumption also took a steep downturn last year. The offices were able to save a total of a two-
kilometre stack of office paper, i.e. 22,700,000 sheets. On average, each Green Office employee saved 600 
sheets of paper compared to the previous year.  

"Energy-efficient devices, renewable energy, and electronic data management reduce the ecological 
footprint of workplaces. However, behind all of this are the solutions developed by people to reduce 
consumption, as well as the decisions and choices of management and employees to utilise them. These 
incredible results would not be possible without the tangible goals and shared policies of the Green Offices," 
says Liisa Rohweder. 

WWF Green Office is an environmental management system for offices. At present, the Green Office 
network in Finland consists of 162 organisations with a total of nearly 64,000 employees. 

Further information: 

Green Office programme: 
Helka Julkunen, Head of Green Office Programme, WWF Finland, +358 40 531 0555, helka.julkunen@wwf.fi 

Results of annual reporting:  
Maiju Sirviö, Expert, Corporate Relations, WWF Finland, +358 40 350 6441, maiju.sirvio@wwf.fi 
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Background information: 

The results of the WWF Green Office network’s environmental activities are monitored through annual 
reporting. Annual reporting applies to Green Offices, where the environmental management system has 
been inspected and which have been granted the right to use the Green Office label. In Finland, 414 offices 
reported their consumption figures for the calendar year 2015 to WWF. The results were calculated by 
comparing the 2015 details submitted by the offices to the corresponding details from 2014. The summary 
has been compiled from the details saved in the Climate Calculator and the Consumer Habit Questionnaire 
(www.climatecalculator.net, www.wwf.fi/questionnaire). Examples illustrating savings are based on WWF’s 
Climate Calculator. 

The key indicators in the annual Green Office reporting: 

INDICATOR CHANGE IN 
EMISSIONS 
(2014/2015) 

CHANGE IN 
EMISSIONS AS  
A PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE IN 
CONSUMPTION 

Electricity consumption -12,110 tCO2 -29% -32,979,000 kWh

Heating and cooling 
consumption 

-3,050 tCO2 -10.5% -5,646,000 kWh

Road traffic -780 tCO2 -14%

Rail transport +9 tCO2 +3%

Air traffic -2,440 tCO2 -6.5%

Paper consumption -200 tCO2 -10.5% -22,699,000 sheets

Waste creation +300 tCO2 + 14% + 704,900 kg

Water consumption + 3,850 m3

TOTAL -18,270 tCO2

 

WWF Green Office is an environmental management system for offices, which aims to reduce the ecological 
footprint of offices and decrease greenhouse gas emissions. With the help of the service, offices can reduce 
their impact on the environment and, at the same time, gain cost savings. WWF grants offices that meet its 
criteria the right to use the Green Office label. WWF Finland launched the Green Office programme in 2002.  

The Finnish Green Office network includes 443 offices from 162 organisations. They have a total of nearly 
64,000 employees. Other countries have 137 Green Offices from 105 organisations. Combined, they have 
over 31,000 employees. In addition to Finland, other WWF Green Office networks are administered by 
China, Latvia, Pakistan, and Turkey. (Figures: April 2016) 


